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Madras
Agricultural

Students
Union & lts

Journal
Continue Their

Successful
Run Even After

A Century;
Gain Global

Attention

. BESTSIXrRCe Madras
Agricultural Journal has been

documenting agricultural
practicqs in Tamil Nadu and

across lndia since 1914

THESE PAGES TELI UNTOLD
STORI ES ABOUT AGRI SECTOR

HISTORY U]{FOIDS
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Coimbatore launched a jownal way
backin $13, nopne wouldhave im-
aginedthat itwottldone day serveas
the oldest and comprehensive ar-
chive, offeringaclearpictureof how
farming practices, crop choices and
agricultural technologies evolved
over the decades.

While the college is today tans-
formed into Tamil Nadu
Agricultural University
(IlfAU), the association -

Madras Aeri$ltural Stu-
dents Union - is still active
and so ie its publication -

Madras Agricultural
Journal. Thejournal is a
treasure tove that delves
deeply into more than a
century of India's agricul-
turalhistory

First published in 1913,

it's among India's oldest
continuously published
peer-reviewed agricul-

tural journals, says its editor-in-
chief Dr V Rhjanbabu. "For more
Uran ffOyears, the jownathasbeen
recording scientiflc research, tech-
nological innovationS, policy per'
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globally accessible, MASUhas tully
digitized the journal's complete vol-
umes from 1914 onwarils. Editorial
manager T Aathirai says these ar-
chives are freely available online
tlrough al open-accessmodel, ena-
bling students, researchers, exten-
sion professionals and policyrnakers
worldwide to consult historical and
modern research without paywalls.

Sustaining primari-
lytlroughmembership
renewa-Is and subscrip-
tions,MASUalsoserves
as a bridge connecting
current students with
alumni, scientists,
enfepreneurs andpoli-
cymakers.

Dr P Shankar IAS,
who is the Tamil Nadu
Agricultural Production Commis-
sioner and a former MASU student
member, ca1ls the union's survival
for over a century a remarkable mile
stone.

The institutions origins, mean-
while, could be traced back to the
agricultural college founded at Sai-
dapet in Chennai, which was relo-
cated to Coimbatore by the British
govt in 1906 owing to the region's
diverse soil types. It later became
Agricultwal College and Research
Institute under the University of
Madras, before it was upgraded to
TNAU in 1971.

) What makes it unique - Oldest
agricultural students'
organization in lndia and the first
registered so'ciety in Tamil Nadu

> When & where was Madras
Agrlcultural Students Union
established - 1911; TNAU,
Coimbatore

> What's it famous for -

Preserving 115 years of lndia's
agricultural history

> lts major contribution - Madras
Agricultural Journal (MAJ)

> MASU's first president - R

Cecil Wood
(1911-1913).

He was the
principal of
College of
Agriculture,
which is now
called TNAU

> First
secretary of
MASU and

editor of MAJ - M Ramaswamy
Sivan (1911-1913)

> First Tamil (lndian) president
of MASU - Dr C Tadulingam

MEMBERS
) lt has more than 813 lifetime
memben and more $an
4,500 student members

> Father of green

rcvolution
M S Swamina$an \r/as

spectives and extension strategies
coveringfields suchas cnop improve
ment, plant protection, biotechnol-
ogy natural resource management
and agricultural economics."

The journal is as such the best
record available today about critical
developments ranging from the de
cline of taditional millets and the
introduction of hybrid sugarcane
and cotton varieties to wartime food
production and early discussions on
drip irrigation dating back to 1914.

All volumes of this journal are
housed in the building of Maclras
Agricultural Students Union
(MAStD,located behind the post of-
frce on TNAU campus. Established
in 1911 during the first college day
celebrations of then Agricultural
College, MASU is one of India's old-
est agricultural student organiza'
tions.

The journal, being published
twice a year, has been documenting

agriculhralpractices inThmilNadu
and across India since 1914, says an-
other source. "The collection fea-
tures historical material on the
popuJarization of high-yielding rice
varieties like IRB, shifts in pre-inde
pendence Thmil diets, agricultural
productivity during World War I &
tr, and accounts concerning brdian
soldiers who fought for the British
inWorldWarL"

Accordingto Dr N Senthil, presi-
dent, MA$LI, the journa-I offers clear
evidence of how farming practices,
crop choices and agricultural tech-
nologies evolved overthe decades.

Senior scientist Vetrivendhan
Mani ftom ICNSAI (International
Crops Research Institute for the
Semi-Arid Tropics), Hyderabad, says
the journal's multidisciplinary work
continues to provide significant
valueto the globalscientific commu-
nity

To make this historical wealth

DIGITAT PRESEilGE

published from 1914

to prcsent day

> Until 2017, only prirrted
verions of archives unre
available

MORI ABOUT MAJ

First publish{}d in 1911, it's lh(,
oldcst arrrir:ullural jrrurn;rl

Thl jorrrnirl hn:; qrowrt intr) a

valunbltr trchivc dor:urtttlting
cvolution of lnriian
atJriculturt: lon norrt
than a contury

lntcrc.itingly, tht
jr)urttal ditl nrit
tklcuntcfi t,rt,rit;ul1 ttrr: alorttt. lt
also rccordcrl srvr:ral intportatr{
nation;rl arrd globitl r:vcnt.L tirul
,.;hopeel thl r{'spcr;tivr: p{'rirxh

For pa:;t tivc yt:ars, authors
lrrxn countries lur:h ;is [gypt,
Banqladcsh, lran and lrirq hilvt:

^r:A. f,'rr:n lrrr trl i:;hi ng t ht: i r

lEI,, tririil,"
outrirh TN

MAJ t:tlitrrr rrviow tr:ltn
cr.rmpri5t'9 rrx.,mbcr,; lrr)rrr
countrics such irs USA, Cltina,
Auslrnlia

MAI rrublicatir)n was rrevcr hil
by any panrlcnric, wars, fantinc,
{lootl, r-.lt:
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oneof he members of MASU
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